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Dear Fellow Hibernians and Invited Guests, 

	 On behalf of my fellow officers welcome to our 208th  Anniversary Dinner.  What an 
honor it is to celebrate on the high holy day of March 17th.

	 On a summer evening in 1803 a small group of Irish Immigrants gathered in Baltimore 
at the Tavern of the Fountain Inn to discuss what would be done for those who were arriving 
daily from Ireland “friendless and forlorn”.  So at five o’clock the next evening of August 
17, 1803, the first official meeting of the Hibernian Society of Baltimore took place at Mr. 
Bayden’s Tavern on Light Street in order to provide for the relief of Irish Immigrants coming 
to Baltimore.  Today our Order has narrowed our mission but continues to assist those in 
need through the award of collegiate scholarships.  We are indebted to our forefathers for 
their charitable work as we strive to provide opportunity to young Irish Americans.  Your 
support of our organization and events insures the stability of our Order and keeps the dreams 
alive of young men and women. Thank you for supporting these efforts. 

	 Tonight we thank two Bill(s), Mitcherling and McCarthy.  Bill Mitcherling has been 
a hard working and dedicated leader of our Society.  I speak for everyone when I say thank 
you for your two years of service.  Our honoree this evening, Bill McCarthy is the Executive 
Director of Catholic Charities of Baltimore.  He oversees 2,000 employees who serve needy 
people of all faiths across the metropolitan area.  He is most deserving to be our Hibernian of 
the Year. 

	 I trust you will enjoy our program this evening and thank you for supporting the 
Hibernian Society of Baltimore. 

	 	 	 	 	 	 Sith agus sláinte ´bha 
	 	 	 	      	 	 (Peace and good health to you) 
	

	 	 	 	 	 	 Daniel Patrick Cahill 
	 	 	 	 	 	 President, Hibernian Society of Baltimore 

March 17, 2011




